Congham Annual Parish Council Meeting 28th May 2025
held at St Andrew’s Church, Congham 07.30pm
 Present: Cllr’s De Whalley [Chairman] Rust, and Grange
In Attendance: Mr A.L.Loy [Clerk] and 7 members of the public
25.12.	To Elect the Chairman and receive the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
The Clerk confirmed the meeting was quorate [ Legal reference: The quorum is three or one third of the total membership of the local council whichever is the greater. The relevant statute is LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 12 [Local Government Act 1972] 
The Election of a Chairman is by law the first agenda point of the Annual Parish Council Meeting. [Legal reference: LGA 1972 S15 para 2 states the first order of business must be to elect a Chairman]
Cllr Grange proposed Cllr de Whalley as Chairman and the proposal failed to be seconded therefore the proposal was deemed to have failed. No other proposal for Chairman being received the lawful business of the Annual Parish Council Meeting could not continue. 
The clerk had no alternative than to declare the APCM was effectively postponed and the current meeting was to be considered an ordinary parish council meeting in order that lawful council business could be continued. The APCM will be rescheduled for the first available date whereby all councillors are able to attend. The council agreed that in the interest of transparency and fairness the meeting was to be considered an ordinary parish council meeting.
25.13 To Receive Apologies for Absence.
The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received apologies for absence from Cllr’s Weaver and Tilbrook. Cllr Grief was not in attendance and had not notified the Chairman or Clerk of his absence. The Chairman gave Borough Cllr Anota’s apologies to the meeting as he was unable to attend.
25.14 Declarations of Interest.
The Chairman declared an interest in the planning applications on the agenda.
25.15 To Accept the Minutes of the meetings of 28/03/25 & 24/04/25 as a true record.	
Cllr Grange proposed acceptance of the minutes; Cllr Rust seconded the proposal- resolved.
25.16 To Receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors.
Borough Councillor de Whalley informed the meeting that the Local Plan had been adopted in March and the borough Council has produced an interactive map with layers showing the development areas, flood risk, parish borders etc. B. Cllr de Whalley will forward the link to the clerk for him to distribute to councillors’ and add to the parish website. Three major projects were outlined, Guildhall refurbishment, St James swimming pool relocation to Lynsport and the refurbishment of the Oasis swimming pool in Hunstanton.
25.17 To suspend the meeting for public forum.
Public questions taken in the annual parish electors meeting earlier in the evening.
25.18 Correspondence
The clerk outlined one matter had been raised by a parishioner. Access to planning applications announced each week by the Borough Council would be helpful for residents to see what planning applications are being considered, hearing of the applications sooner will give more time for residents to comment. The Chairman stated that he suggestion was not without merit and he and the clerk will seek to find the most appropriate link to publish on the parish council website.
25.20 Finance.
	25.20.1 List of payments for approval.
Cllr Rust proposed approval of the payments as listed, Cllr Grange seconded- resolved	
	PAYMENTS & RECEIPTS - April- May 2025

	Payee
	Description
	Amount
	Chq No

	Mr A.L.Loy
	Salary
	£1,028.90
	100643

	HMRC
	Employers NI
	£29.34
	100644

	St Andrew's Church
	2 x Hire @ £25.00
	£50.00
	100645

	St Andrew's Church
	Grass cutting
	£500.00
	100645

	Zurich Insurance
	Insurance
	£183.47
	 

	 
	Total
	£1,791.71
	 

	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	Description
	Amount
	

	KLWNBC
	Precept
	£7,536.00
	


The clerk reminded the council that an offer to sign up for a three- year fixed premium had been offered by the insurance company. Cllr Rust proposed the council agree to the three-year contract, seconded by Cllr de Whalley- Resolved.
	25.20.1 AGAR update.
The clerk confirmed the accounts were with the internal auditor and will be collected by him next week. Following collection a parish council meeting will be called to approve the AGAR. The council has a turnover of less than £25,000 and therefore can apply for exemption from the external audit if they so wish. Cllr Rust proposed the exemption was applied for, seconded by Cllr Grange - Resolved


25.21 Planning Applications.
	25.21.1 Application ref 25/00748 	
Cllr Rust commented that the proposed plan was in keeping with similar extensions to neighbouring properties and he could not discern any reason that the council could not support the application and proposed the council support the application, seconded by Cllr Grange- Resolved
25.21.2 Application ref 25/00807/F
The Chairman decided to suspend Standing Orders and asked members of the public at the meeting if they wished to make any comment on the planning application. Three parishioners spoke in support of the application with one adding that a village social media group had six other parishioners voicing support for the application. The Chairman thanked them for their input and suggested that the six members of the social group may wish to register their support for the application via the Borough Council website. 
The Clerk informed the council that 4 comments of support had been registered with the Borough Council, three from residents of Congham and one from NALP. Councillors agreed that the farming industry is embattled at the present time and future proofing farms to ensure the next generation of a family farms can continue their tradition to the next generation is worthy of parish council support. Cllr Rust proposed support for the application, seconded by Cllr Grange – Resolved.
25.22 To Receive the Sandringham Concerts Report.
The clerk informed the meeting that he attended the last meeting of the Sandringham Estate and concert organisers. Residents will be receiving via post an update from the Sandringham Estate regarding the traffic management plan and useful contact details should residents experience any serious problems on the dates of the concerts. The clerk stated that his overall impression is that the Sandringham Estate have taken onboard the comments from previous concerts, are using a professional team of organisers, have ensured traffic management and car park personnel are specifically trained in those disciplines and have plans to manage traffic contingencies efficiently.
25.23 To note the date of the next Parish Council meeting.
	25.23.1 The next parish council meeting will be Wednesday 30th July 2025
25.23.2 The postponed Annual Parish Council Meeting will be rescheduled as soon as possible and will include the approval of the AGAR.


Chairman							Date:
