CONGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Extraordinary meeting 24th April 2025
St Andrews Church 7.00pm
Present: Cllrs de Whalley [Chairman] Grief [Vice Chairman], Weaver, Tilbrook, Grange & Rust
In Attendance: A.L.Loy [Clerk] and 7 members of the public

25.23 To Receive Apologies for Absence – None
25.24 To Receive Declarations of Interest
The Chairman introduced and explained the guidance used by the Borough council regarding declarations of interest. The Chairman asked, in consideration of the guidance, for councillors to declare any interests – 
· The Chairman declared his planning role with the Borough council and will abstain from voting on planning application 25/00610/0 but will quite legitimately chair the meeting.
· No other declarations of interest were made.
25.25 Planning matters:
The Chairman [as is his discretionary right] stated he would allow any member of the public present to speak for three minutes regarding the planning application 25/00610/0.
25.25.1 Cllr Tilbrook expressed the views that the application does not fit with the neighbourhood plan, concerns with the potential increase in traffic in Grassy lane and the village in general, and finally the application could set a precedent for future planning applications in Grassy Lane or on land currently used for stabling / livery in the village. The application represents outward spread which is contrary to the neighbourhood plan.
25.25.2 Cllr Rust disagreed with Cllr Tilbrook’s view citing the many stables which exist in Norfolk without planning applications for houses to be built on them. Traffic will be less as the applicant will live on the site of their business and have less need to use the surrounding roads. Noting that two previous applications made for the site have both been unsuccessful as being outside the curtilage of the neighbouring property this does not apply to the current application. Cllr Rust added that there will be more applications for housing in the village as land has already been sold as a potential site for housing.
25.25.3 Cllr Greif expressed the opinion that a parish council was not suitably qualified in planning matters to make a final decision on planning applications.
25.25.4 The Chairman clarified for the meeting that the Borough council is the final arbiter of any planning application [not withstanding an appeal for judicial review] and parish councils, other agencies and members of the public are consultees in the process.

25.25.5 The Chairman asked if any member of the public wished to comment on the application.
Parishioner A: The proposed house would overlook the garden of their property. The length of the proposed driveway could facilitate access for more homes to be built on the site.
Parishioner B: Feels it sets a precedent for houses on Grassy Lane which will inevitably lead to more homes being built there
Parishioner C: Rural culture is not being maintained; the house will have a direct view of their garden and could be a precedent for future development in Grassy Lane.
Parishioner D: Informed the meeting that water pressure in the village is poor stating that one resident loess water pressure when their neighbour uses water in their home. The concern is that this house may have a negative impact on the water pressure in the village.
The Chairman thanked the public for their helpful comments and asked if any councillor wished to make further comment.
25.25.6 Cllr Grange commented that having listened to the parishioners concerns and councillors previous views she could see both sides of the matter, adding that until today the borough council had not posted notification of the planning application in a visible location close to the site until today which has not allowed the public the opportunity to comment.
25.25.7 Cllr Weaver expressed the view that as the neighbourhood and local plan are to be the guiding principle only an exceptional circumstance would override the guidance and the current application does not do so adding he also has concerns about the potential setting of a precedent to build more homes in Grassy Lane.
The Chairman asked if any councillor wished to comment or make a proposal regarding the planning application.
25.25.8 Cllr Rust proposed that the parish council support the application – no seconder for the proposal
25.25.9 Cllr Tilbrook proposed objection to the application on the grounds of guidance set out in the neighbourhood plan, traffic concerns and the application sets a precedent for further development in the future – no seconder for the proposal.
25.25.10 Cllr Weaver proposed the parish council object to the planning application on the grounds of it not being in keeping with the neighbourhood plan – Seconded by Cllr Tilbrook. The Chairman called for a vote on the proposal, the result of which was FOR- Cllrs Weaver, Tilbrook and Grange AGAINST- Cllrs Greif and Rust ABSTENTION- as per declaration of interest Cllr de Whalley – Resolved.
The Chairman thanked the public and councillors for their input and closed the meeting.	
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