


Congham Parish Council
Annual Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 12th June 2025 at 07.00pm St Andrews Church

Present: Cllrs de Whalley [Chairman], Greif [Vice-Chairman], Grange, Rust, Tilbrook and Weaver.
In Attendance: Mr A.L.Loy [Clerk] and 6 members of the public.
25.24 To elect a Chairman. In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 s15 (2) the first order of business of the annual parish council meeting must be the election of a chairman. 
The chairman asked for any proposals for Chairman. Two councillors were proposed for Chairman and dealt with in the order received.
25.24.1 Cllr Tilbrook proposed Cllr de Whalley as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Grief, the vote was 2 for, 2 against and 1 abstention. The Chairman used his casting vote to vote in favour of the proposal [ To clarify: LGA 1972 s15 (3) stipulates” In the case of an equality of votes in the election of a chairman the person presiding at the meeting shall give a casting vote in addition to any other vote he may have”.]
	25.24.2 Cllr Weaver proposed Cllr Rust as Chairman, the proposal did not receive a seconder.
25.24.3 The clerk requested Cllr de Whalley sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and witnessed the signing.
25.25 To Elect a Vice-Chairman. The Chairman asked for proposals for Vice-Chairman. 
25.25.1 Cllr Tilbrook Proposed Cllr Grief, seconded by Cllr de Whalley, the vote was 2 for, 2 against and 1 abstention. The Chairman used his casting vote to vote in favour of the proposal
25.25.2 Cllr Weaver Proposed Cllr Rust for Vice-Chairman, seconded by Cllr Grange , the vote was 2 for, 2 against 1 abstention, the chairman used his casting vote to vote against the proposal.
The clerk requested Cllr Grief sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and witnessed the signing.
25.26 To receive Apologies for Absence. -None
25.27 To Receive Declarations of Interest – None
The chairman suspended the meeting for open forum and parishioners questions
A parishioner expressed disappointment that one year ago, following the Congham bridge fiasco, he had asked to step down and the chairman refused to do so. The parishioner added that since that time his impression was that the negative feeling towards the chairman by parishioners had hardened and, in his view, many other parishioners including himself would prefer to have a chairman of the council to be resident in Congham. Some members of the public attending the meeting voiced their agreement with the preference for a chairman who lived in Congham.
A parishioner wished to publicly thank the clerk for the quality of his management of parish affairs, the members of the public present agreed with the sentiment. The clerk thanked them all for their kind words.
The chairman asked if any other parishioner wished to speak, no one wished to speak and the meeting was reconvened.
25.28 Payments.
25.28.1 The clerk informed the meeting of one payment to be approved in the sum of £60.00 to Jo Raby for her work as internal auditor. Cllr Rust proposed approval of the payment, Cllr Tilbrook seconded the proposal – resolved

25.28.2 To Approve the AGAR.
The clerk distributed copies of the AGAR to all council members and read through section 1 of the AGAR statement and asked for council approval, Cllr Rust proposed approval of section 1, seconded by Cllr Tilbrook – resolved
The clerk read through section 2 of the AGAR and asked the council to approve the accounting statements. Cllr Tilbrook proposed approval of section 2 of the AGAR, Cllr Rust seconded the proposal- Resolved
25.29 Date of next parish council meeting
The clerk confirmed the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 30th July 2025 at 7.00pm in St Andrew’s Church - Congham
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