


Minutes of Congham Parish Council Parish Council meeting 
Wednesday 30th July 2025 at 7pm – St. Andrews Church, Congham

Present: Cllrs Grief [Vice-Chairman] Grange, Tilbrook and Rust.
In Attendance: Mr A.L.Loy [Clerk] and 3 memebers of the public.
25.30 Chairman’s Report and Apologies for Absence.
Cllr Grief [as chairman] opened the meeting, welcomed all in attendance and asked the clerk for any apologies for absence. The clerk confirmed he had received apologies for absence from Cllr Weaver [not in the UK] and Cllr de Whalley [attending family funeral].
25.31 Declarations of Interest. - Cllr Tilbrook for Grimston CC
25.32 To Accept the Minutes of 12/06/2025 as a true record.
	Proposed Cllr Rust, seconded Cllr Grange – Resolved
Resolution to suspend business to receive Ward Reports and parishioners’ questions
[3 minutes per resident, 15 minutes overall at chairman’s discretion]
Ward reports were not available. A parishioner raised the issue of a new metal fence which has been erected at a property on St Andrew’s Lane. The fence may present an obstruction to farm traffic or visibility. The clerk informed the meeting that he would check with Norfolk County Highways to confirm they are satisfied that the fence does not present a safety issue on St Andrew’s Lane.
25.33 Matters Arising. [information only]
25.33.1 The clerk informed the meeting that further discussions had taken place with the post office regarding the relocation of the post box in St Andrew’s Lane. The work was due to be completed in March of 2025; the post office confirmed the work order had been sent for scheduling and will follow up with the relevant department to establish a new date for the work to be completed.
25.33.2 The clerk informed the meeting that two planning applications which were received after the date of the last meeting and had deadlines prior to the next scheduled meeting [30/07/2025] had been supported by the parish council. The clerk wished to make it clear that planning application ref 25/01024/F pertained to Cllr Weaver’s property. Cllr Weaver had contacted the clerk immediately, declared his interest in the application and confirmed he would take no part in the matter. Cllr Weaver followed the process correctly and it is important for transparency that notice of this is recorded in the minutes of the meeting.
25.33.3 The Clerk informed the meeting that his initial employment contract was for 8 hours per week [average] with the caveat that as soon as the clerk had resolved outstanding issues the contracted hours would be reduced to 6 hours per week [average]. As of 1st August 2025, the clerk will be contracted for 6 hours per week [average]. A new contract has been issued and signed by all parties which reflect the new hours and pay adjustments.

25.34 Correspondence.
The clerk informed the meeting that he had received notice form BT that they are planning to bring superfast fibre internet to the whole parish in 2026. Some residents enjoy the benefits of superfast internet already and hopefully all residents will have acces by the end of 2026.
25.35 To Approve Payments as Listed.
	Payee
	Description
	Chq No
	Total

	Jo Raby
	Internal Audit
	100647
	£60.00

	A.L.Loy
	Salary
	100648
	£1,028.90

	HMRC
	Employers NI
	100649
	£14.62

	 
	 
	 
	£1,103.52

	
	
	
	




	Cllr Tilbrook proposed approval of payments, seconded by Cllr Rust – Resolved
25.36 Planning Matters.
Planning application 25/01118/F. The application was to remove a condition of the approved planning application ref 20/01255/F. The restriction imposed was that the unit cannot be used as an independent dwelling and rented out independently. Following discussion Cllr Tilbrook proposed the parish council object to the application, seconded by Cllr Rust – resolved unanimously.
25.37 Councillors Reports. [Information only]
Cllr Tilbrook informed the meeting that the Summer Big Bash organised by the Mark Redhead Foundation with Grimston CC as a member of the organising committee, had been a great success, despite inclement weather, the event was well attended by the public. The World Snail Racing Championship welcomed competitors from France, South Korea, and other countries as well as the UK. The World Snail Racing Championship was broadcast by news channels from many countries too.
Cllr Tilbrook stated that he had been approached by representatives from a town in France which holds a similar annual snail racing event, they wish to explore the possibility of Congham and their town twinning. Cllr Tilbrook requested that the twinning opportunity be added to the next parish council agenda for discussion at the next meeting. Cllr Tilbrook stated that the Big Bash event raised £10,000 of which 50% will be used to support Grimston CC and50% will be used to support local good causes

Next Meeting: Wednesday 24 September 2025 St Andrew’s Church Congham at 07.00pm


Chairman								Date: 24/09/2025


         



