


Minutes of Congham Parish Council Parish 
Wednesday 25th March at 7.00pm – St. Andrews Church, Congham
Present: Cllr Grief [Vice Chairman] Cllrs Tilbrook, Grange.
In Attendance: Mr A.L.Loy [Clerk] and 2 members of the public. 
26.11 Chairman’s Report & to receive Apologies for Absence.
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and asked the clerk for any apologies for absence. The clerk informed the meeting that Cllrs de Whalley, Rust and Weaver had all sent their apologies. The clerk confirmed the meeting was quorate as three members of the council were present.
26.12 Declarations of Interest. 
Cllr Grief declared for Hudson Fen Leisure and Cllr Tilbrook declared for Grimston Cricket Club.
26.13 To Accept the minutes of 28/01/2026 as a true record.
	Cllr Tilbrook proposed acceptance of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Grange – resolved.
Resolution to suspend the meeting for ward reports and parishioners’ questions.
A parishioner informed the meeting that the April coffee & cake morning would be held on the 4th of April not the 11th of April as originally planned.
The Chairman reconvened the meeting
26.14 Matters Arising [Information only]
The clerk informed the meeting that two road signs had graffiti painted on them as has the old railway bridge wall. The Police contacted the clerk and issued a crime number. The clerk stated that he had visited the village over the weekend to photograph the damage and has sent them along with a request to have the graffiti removed to NCC Highways who are the stakeholder for signage. N.B. NCC Highways are not responsible for the bridge wall and the clerk intends to contact English Heritage who may be the stakeholder.
The clerk informed the meeting that he had been contacted by NP Law regarding the council’s application to have Grimston Cricket Club nominated as a community asset, it has been approved and he is awaiting written confirmation. Cllr Tilbrook thanked Cllr de Whalley for his help and support throughout the process.
The clerk informed the meeting that he had been notified that the defibrillator had been issued on two occasions over the weekend, thankfully it had not been required to be used on the patient on either occasion.


26.15 Correspondence.
The clerk informed the meeting that the financial year end will be 31st March 2026 and that he has received notification that the AGAR forms must be completed.
An email has been received from a prospective Conservative candidate who is considering standing in the May 2026 elections and asked whether she could attend a parish meeting to hear local concerns. The clerk will reply suggesting she contacts the parish council once she has made the decision to stand for election.
26.16 Finance.
	26.16.1 To Approve Payments as listed.
	PAYMENTS & RECEIPTS - February & March 2026

	Payee
	Description
	Amount
	Chq No

	St Andrew's Church
	Hall hire
	£25.00
	100662

	A.L.Loy    **
	Salary
	£658.24
	100663

	HMRC    **
	Income Tax [Clerk]
	£164.40
	100664

	NALC
	Domain registration
	£67.20
	100665

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total
	£914.84
	 



The clerk informed the meeting that he had also received a payment request in the sum of £52.00 for ICO fees for GDPR and a request for a replacement cheque in the sum of £550.00 for St Andrews church for a lost cheque originally issued in May 2025.Cllr Tilbrook proposed approval of payments as listed plus the ICO payment and the reissuing of a replacement cheque to St Andrews church, seconded by Cllr Grange – resolved.

	26.16.2 Clerk’s Financial Report.
The clerk presented the bank reconciliation to 31st January 2026. The clerk informed the meeting that in his opinion the balance in the current account is too high and is attracting a zero rate of interest. He suggested that funds are transferred to the deposit account which does pay interest on balances, albeit not a high rate but better than the zero rate for current accounts. The clerk was instructed to arrange for funds to be transferred to the deposit account.
26.17 Planning Matters.
	26.17.1 Update on planning application 25/01684/F
The clerk informed the meeting that the planning meeting held by the borough council deferred a decision on the planning application until such times as an investigation can be undertaken to determine whether there is a spring on the property. Evidence is now being sought to establish the facts.
26.17.2 Planning application 26/0500PAGPD 
The clerk had forwarded the details of the application to councillors in advance of the meeting. Cllr Tilbrook proposed support for the application, seconded by Cllr Grange – resolved.
26.18 Councillors reports.
Cllr Grange reported that Lionel Ritchie has been announced as one of the acts booked to appear at the Sandringham concerts later this year. The date is the only UK date for the singer therefore it is reasonable to conclude visitor numbers will be very high for his show. The clerk stated that he will raise the matter at the next Sandringham concert meeting and seek details of the organisers plan to mange the traffic / visitor levels for the show.
Cllr Tilbrook wished to remind the meeting that 18th July 2026 will be the date for the Big Bash. Cllr Tilbrook also asked about progress on identifying the missing footpath which was discussed some months ago. The clerk will revisit the issue and report back as appropriate.
26.19 Date, time of next meeting. 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 27th May 2026 at St Andrews church Congham, the meeting will begin at 07.00pm. The clerk pointed out that the APM [Annual Parish Meeting] will be held at 07.00pm and the APCM [Annual Parish Council Meeting] will be held immediately after. Members of the public are welcome to attend both meetings.



Chairman								27/05/2026

	
		
	




