


Congham Parish Council
Annual Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 27th May 2026 at 07.30pm St Andrews Church

Present: Cllrs de Whalley [Chairman], Greif [Vice-Chairman], Grange, Rust, Tilbrook and Weaver.
In Attendance: Mr A.L.Loy [Clerk] and 8 members of the public.
26.20 To Elect a Chairman. In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 s15 920 the first order or business must be the election of a chairman.
The Chairman asked for any nominations for Chairman, Cllr Grief proposed Cllr de Whalley for Chairman and was seconded by Cllr Tilbrook. Cllr Grange proposed Cllr Rust for Chairman and was seconded by Cllr Weaver. As process councillors were asked to vote on Cllr Griefs proposal and voted as follows; For 3 against 3. Cllrs were asked to vote on Cllr Grange’s proposal and voted as follows 3 for 3 against. A majority could not be reached and as process the sitting Chairman has the casting vote, the Chairman gave his casting vote in favour of Cllr Grief’s proposal and Cllr de Whalley was confirmed as the Chairman for the 2026/2027 financial year. 
A parishioner questioned the casting vote and the Chairman allowed the interruption for the clerk to explain the process of the casting vote as set out in the Local Government Act 1972 s12 para39 (2) which aided clarity on the matter.
The Chairman formally accepted the Chairmanship of the council.
26.21 To Elect a Vice-Chairman. In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 s15 920 the second order or business must be the election of a vice-chairman. Cllr Tilbrook proposed Cllr Grange as vice-chairman, seconded by Cllr Weaver, no other nominations were made and Cllr Grange was duly elected as vice-chairman. Cllr Grange formally accepted the vice-chairmanship.
26.22 To Receive Apologies for Absence. -None received
26.23 Declarations of Interest. Cllr Grief for Hudson Fen, Cllr Tilbrook for Grimston CC and Cllr de Whalley for all planning matters.
26.24 To Approve the minutes of 12/06/2025 as a true record.
Cllr Grange proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Tilbrook- resolved.
26.25 To Approve the minutes of 25/03/2026 as a true record.
Cllr Weaver proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Grange – resolved.
The Chairman suspended the meeting to receive parishioners’ questions
A parishioner stated his opinion that the chairman ought to live in the parish and as the current chairman does not live in the parish, he cannot know what is going on in the village, is not present in the village and is unknown to many parishioners adding that he has spoken with many residents and they feel the same way in respect of wanting a chairman who resides in the parish. The Chairman thanked the parishioner for his comments which will be duly noted in the minutes.
The Chairman reconvened the meeting
26.26 Matters Arising and Correspondence received in April & May.
The clerk informed the meeting that he had received confirmation that the Grimston Cricket Club ground has been successful in their bid to be nominated as a community asset, the nomination is live for five years and should be reapplied for, if necessary, prior to the expiry. The clerk suggested, in view of the lengthy process, that any application be made well in advance of the expiry date. Cllr Tilbrook thanked the clerk for assisting Grimston CC with the application.
The clerk informed the meeting that he had received from Norfolk police the crime number for the vandalism of two signs in St Andrews Lane and the Congham bridge graffiti [36/19651/26]
26.27 Finance.
	26.27.1 To Approve the payments as listed
	PAYMENTS & RECEIPTS - April & May 2026

	Payee
	Description
	Amount
	Chq No

	St Andrew's Church
	Hall hire
	£25.00
	100668

	A.L.Loy    **
	Salary
	£669.24
	100669

	HMRC    **
	Income Tax [Clerk]
	£153.40
	100670

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total
	£847.64
	 



	Cllr Tilbrook proposed approval of payments, seconded by Cllr Grange - resolved 
	26.27.2 To Approve the Agar 2025/26 Forms
The clerk presented the AGAR form 2 – Certificate of Exemption for approval. Cllr de Whalley proposed approval, Cllr Rust seconded – resolved
The clerk presented section2 for approval– Accounting Statements for 2025/26.
Cllr de Whalley proposed approval, seconded by Cllr Grange – resolved
The clerk presented Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement for approval.
Cllr de Whalley proposed approval, seconded by Cllr Rust- resolved.
26.28 Planning.
The clerk informed the meeting that there were no new planning applications to be discussed, however, he had received a reply from the borough planning office confirming that planning application 25/01684/F had been approved subject to a legal agreement to secure the dwelling as a self-build and the strengthening of condition 11 to include groundwater and surface water management. The application is still live due to a delay in the legal agreement.
26.29 Councillors reports.
Cllr de Whalley outlined the local government reorganisation as it is as present, The LGR elections planned for 2027 at the moment are still to go ahead but may be changed by central government, the mayoral elections due in 2028 may be at risk of cancellation as the County council do not support them. The unitary council for this area will consist of 72 councillors which will act as a shadow unitary council for one year after which they will become the unitary council. Cllr de Whalley added that not withstanding high court challenges that is the current position.
Cllr de Whalley reminded the meeting of the Garden Wildlife competition entries for which may now be made to the borough council via their website. Two categories of garden exist, smaller than 500m2 and over 500m2. Commenting that Congham has many wonderful gardens Cllr de Whalley hopes that Congham residents will enter the competition.
Cllr Tilbrook reminded the meeting that the Summer Big Bash is imminent including the world snail racing championships adding that hopefully the weather is kinder than it was for the previous year’s event.
Cllr Grange reported that the bridleway signpost in Church Hill is broken and laying on the ground and needs repairing, the clerk will contact the relevant agency.
Cllr Grief expressed his concern and frustration regarding vehicles travelling at unsafe speeds on the B1153, over the years there has been many accidents and despite requests to NCC and the police to have speed reductions or speed cameras the current dangerous situation still blights the area with little action being taken to resolve the problem. It was brought to the council’s attention that Oxfordshire County Council have successfully managed to get the speeds reduced on all their roads which proves it can be done.
26.30 Date of next meeting will be Wednesday 29 July 2026



Chairman								29/07/2026
 









