


Congham Parish Council
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 29th July 2026 at 07.00pm St Andrews Church

Present: Cllrs Grange [Vice-Chairman], Grief, Rust, Tilbrook and Weaver.
In Attendance: Mr A.L.Loy [Clerk] C.Cllr Jacqueline Fry and 4 members of the public.
26.31 Welcome, Chairman’s report & Apologies for Absence.
The Vice-chairman welcomed all to the meeting and asked the clerk for any apologies for absence. Cllr de Whalley had sent his apologies for absence.
26.32 To Receive Declarations of Interest. –
Cllr Tilbrook for Grimston Cricket Club. Cllr Grief for Hudson Fen.
26.33 To Accept the minutes of 27/05/26 as a true record.
	Cllr Rust proposed approval of the minutes, seconded by Cllr Tilbrook – resolved
The Vice-chairman suspended the meeting to receive ward reports and parishioner’s questions.
C.Cllr Fry informed the meeting that the local members fund has been removed this financial year but she hopes it will be reinstated for the next financial year. The monies saved from the removal of the local members fund has been reallocated to support the fire brigade and highways. Cllr Fry stated that the new library recently opened in Kings Lynn has seen a 20% increase in footfall adding that on the upper level of the library there are meeting rooms which can be hired.
A parishioner spoke of their concern regarding vehicles travelling at excessive speeds on the B1153 between Grimston and Hillington as it passes through Congham. The 40 mph speed limit ends at the boundary of Grimston, becomes the national speed limit until the boundary to Hillington. The question of replacing the national speed limit on the stretch of B1153 with a 40 mph was raised. Cllr Rust suggested the newly appointed Police and Crime Commissioner be contacted to appraise him of the issue and dangers speeding motorists are creating. The clerk will raise the matter with the Police and Crime Commissioner, the MP for the ward and NCC Highways. C.Cllr Fry added that she would bring the matter to the attention of Highways during her next meeting with them.
A parishioner raised the issue of vehicles using the passing places in St Andrews Lane as parking spaces including some overnight parking. The clerk was asked to place a suitable notice in the parish noticeboard requesting that the passing places are kept free of vehicles to allow safe passage of vehicles travelling along St Andrews Lane, a similar notice will be added to the village magazine. 
The Vice-chairman thanked C.Cllr Fry and the parishioners for their comments and reconvened the meeting for parish business.
26.34 Matters Arising & Correspondence.
The clerk reported that there were no outstanding matters to be mentioned. The clerk confirmed he had been contacted by the events manager for the Sandringham Estate with regard to the organisers of the cancelled concerts returning monies paid for tickets for the cancelled shows. The organisers have confirmed that money paid for tickets will be returned to customers.
26.35 Finance.
	26.35.1 To Receive and Approve the list of Payments.
	PAYMENTS & RECEIPTS - June & July 2026

	Payee
	Description
	Amount
	Chq No

	St Andrew's Church
	Hall hire
	£25.00
	100674

	A.L.Loy    **
	Salary
	£680.24
	100671

	HMRC    **
	Income Tax [Clerk]
	£142.40
	100672

	Jo Raby
	Auditor
	£60.00
	100673

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total
	£907.64
	 

	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	Description
	Amount
	

	 
	 
	 
	

	
	
	
	

	**
	A.L.Loy [Salary] Month 03]
	£340.12
	

	
	A.L.Loy [Salary Month 04]
	£340.12
	

	
	
	£680.24
	

	
	
	
	

	**
	HMRC [Income tax Month 03]
	£71.20
	

	
	HMRC [Income tax Month 04]
	£71.20
	

	
	
	£142.40
	


Cllr Tilbrook proposed approval of the list of payments, seconded by Cllr Rust – resolved.
26.35.2 To Approve the purchase of a dog waste bin.
The clerk informed the meeting that he had costed the purchase and installation of a second dog waste bin to be in the region of £300.00. Once the purchase has been approved the clerk will obtain the necessary street furniture licence from Norfolk County Council Highways. Cllr Weaver asked about the cost of emptying the dog bins and the clerk confirmed the weekly charge made by the borough council is £5.10 per bin. The siting of a second dog waste bin near the beet pad on St Andrews Lane has been identified as the optimum location at a previous parish council meeting. Cllr Rust proposed approval of the purchase, seconded by Cllr Grange – resolved.
26.36 Planning Matters – None
26.37 Councillors Reports.
Cllr Grange expressed concern about the number of day care facilities closed or about to close down in the area including day care at West Winch and the QEH. Day care facilities are essential for young families and support parents being able to return to work. Cllr Weaver added the nearest day care he could find for his son was in Terrington! 
Cllr Tilbrook asked about the current situation regarding the fuel wood charity and access for parishioners. Cllr Weaver remarked that this is the third time the path to the fuel wood has been mentioned and questioned whether many Congham residents knew of it’s location or indeed existence. Cllr Rust suggested the Forestry Commission may be able to clarify the extent location and extent of the path; the clerk will contact the Forestry Commission.
Cllr Rust reported he had been approached by a parishioner who was concerned that the parish council chairman had not attended important events held in the parish, for example the Summer Big Bash, the Saturday coffee and cake events. The parishioner feels the chairman of Congham parish council should reside within Congham and represent the parish council at village events.
26.38 Date and time of next meeting.
 Wednesday 30 September 2026 at 07.00pm in St Andrews Church.




Chairman						30/09/2026



